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Most western and all Soviet studies of the stalinist economy have ig-
nored the role played by the stockpiling of grain in the agricultural
crisis of the early 1930s. Thus in his major work on stalinist agriculture
published in 1949, Naum Jasny frankly admitted that data were insuf-
ficient to reach a conclusion, merely noting that “stocks from former
years probably declined during 1932.”' Baykov, Dobb, Volin and Nove
said nothing about grain stocks.? At the time, western commentators
did pay some attention to the possibility that the stockpiling of grain
exacerbated the famine. In autumn 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria,
and in spring 1932 British diplomats reported that Karl Radek had
told them that, owing to the threat of war in the far east, enough grain
had been stored to supply the army for one year.” In February 1933
the notorious but shrewd journalist Walter Duranty wrote in The New
York Times of “the unexpected additional demand for grain necessi-
tated by the Far Eastern war danger last winter.”* Since the food and
fodder grain consumed by the Red Army in one year amounted to
about 800,000 tons,” this would have been enough to provide a rather
modest annual bread ration for several million people. A stockpile of
this size was, of course, less important than the 4.79 million tons ex-
ported from the 1931 harvest or even than the 1.61 million tons ex-
ported from the 1932 harvest (see table 4, below). But was such a mil-
itary stock accumulated in those years?

Enlightenment had to await the opening of the Russian archives.
The impact of the first revelations about grain stocks has been dra-
matic. On the basis of a preliminary, unpublished typescript by the
eminent Russian historian V.P. Danilov, Robert Conquest has an-
nounced that the archives have revealed that in the famine year of
1932-1933 Stalin was holding immense grain stocks, the existence of
which was previously completely unknown. He wrote in this journal:
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